In the past five years a strenuous attempt has been made to ascertain all the cases of epiloiatin Northern Ireland. The Special Care Service (responsible for all aspects of mental deficiency and maintaining a central registry), the mental hospitals, children's hospitals, neurologists, paediatricians, and dermatologists have all co-operated in finding cases and all suspected cases have been reviewed.
We finally ascertained nine living cases (three males and six females) in eight families. None of the thirteen living parents, who were all examined, show any signs of the trait, and none of the parents are known to be related in any way. All but four of the 29 brothers and sisters of the affected subjects were seen, but it was possible to see only a small proportion of the sibs of the parents, because of deaths and movements overseas or because the parents were not willing for their sibs to be visited. The numbers seen are indicated in brackets in Table II In family E.8 the male propositus was recognized in the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children when his epileptiform convulsions were being investigated. The small sister, who has fits, has as yet no cutaneous stigmata but is provisionally accepted as being affected. The affected girl in family E.6 is one of some interest, in that in spite of having typical 
